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CONFIDENTIAL NAHA 071 
E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUB J : MARINE ARTILLERY FIRING (U) 

REF: NAHA 070 

1. (U) FEB 22 OKINAWA TIMES HEADLINED DEFENSE AGENCY 
DIRECTOR GENERAL YAMANAKA'S STATEMENT DURING DIET INTER- 
PELLATIONS THAT GOJ PLANNED TO BUILD A BYPASS ROAD AROUND 
USMC ARTILLERY POSITIONS SO THAT HIGHWAY 104 CAN REMAIN OPEN 
DURING FIREING EXERCISES. HE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE NAHA 
DEFENSE FACILITIES AGENCY BUREAU (DFAB) WAS SURVEYING THE 
POSSIBLE SITE FOR THE ROAD AND THAT FUNDS HAD BEEN INCLUDED 
IN THE JFY 1974 BUDGET FOR ITS CONSTRUCTION. 

2. (C) DFAB DEPUTY DIRECTOR KATO TOLD CONGEN THAT IT WOULD BE 
ABOUT TWO YEARS BEFORE THE BYPASS COULD BE OPENED, BUT THAT LOCAL 
APPROVAL WAS STILL NEEDED. KATO SAID THAT THE PREFECTURAL GOVT 
WAS OPPOSED TO CONSTRUCTION OF THE BYPASS AS A PREFECTURAL ROAD. 
BUT THAT THE DFAB WAS SEEKING APPROVAL FROM THE VILLAGE INVOLVED 
TO BUILD IT AS A MUNICIPAL ROAD. HE SAID THAT CHANCES FOR OBTAINING 
THIS APPROVAL WAS ABOUT FIFTY-FIFTY AT THIS TIME. 
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